


9 Nationals updates from the Power Nationals Co-ordinator and Technical Committees to
include:

a Todiscuss any flightline problems
b Nationals Results requirements
¢ Notice of frequency allocation changes

10 To discuss a proposal to Full Council from Gordon Warburton FSMAE, Council Member -
To replace the last paragraph of Rule 2.3.8 in the General Rule Book with — Protests
made to Council after the contest may only be made directly to the Competition
Secretary who will then convene a ‘Jury’ of three Technical Committee Chairmen, not
including the Chairman of the TC appealed against.

The three Chairmen will examine the reasons for the TC’s decision. The TC Chairmen
should base their findings on whether the rules in force at the time have been correctly
applied and not base their decision on any precedent that has not given rise to a rule
change.

If the appeal is not upheld then the reasons will be passed on to the appellant(s) who
would still be able to take their appeal to Council.

a) To receive a proposal from R/C Power Technical Committee — That as a matter of
urgency, the BMFA seek legal advice on the best way to promulgate the advice
concerning Futaba “zero-id” systems as widely and as quickly as possible.

b) To receive a proposal from R/C Power Technical Committee - That Futaba 6EX and
7C transmitters, along with TM7 modules are banned from use at BMFA sanctioned
events.

11 To receive any reports from Technical Committees. (Preferably in writing and not
concerning Agenda Items.)

12 To receive a report from the Competition Secretary to include:
a Receipt and ratification of any contests for next year’'s FAI Calendar.

13 To receive any reports from Council, Sub-committees or Elected Officers.
14 Any Other Business.

15 Date of next meeting.
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MINUTES

TC566/03/08 (1) Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from the following:
Les Eagle - R/C Power TC Representative
Mike Goldby - Scale TC Representative
Robin Sleight - BARCS Rep to the SFTC

TC567/03/08 (2) Permission to be absent.

There were no requests.
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TC568/03/08 (3) To verify the voting strength.

There were 12 members eligible to vote at this meeting.

TC569/03/08 (4) Correction and adoption of the Minutes of the Technical Council
Meeting held on 20™ October 2007.

Page 5
- Penultimate paragraph, first line - Delete "due to".

Page 6
- Penultimate paragraph, third line - Delete "September".

Page 9
- Penultimate paragraph, ninth line - Replace "you" with "it".

Page 10
- Third paragraph from the bottom, second line - Beginning of sentence change
“I" to "If".

Page 15
- Fifth paragraph, fourth line - Insert "on" after "grass".

Page 19
- Penultimate paragraph, penultimate line - Replace "seventeen 15" with "1750".

FAIl Delegate proposed that the Minutes of the Technical Council Meeting held
on 20" October 2007 be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
Seconded by Indoor TC
Vote: For: 10
Ags: 0
Abs 2
Carried by a majority vote.

TC570/03/08 (5) Matters/Actions arising from the meeting on 20 October 2007 that are
not included elsewhere on the Agenda.

ACTIONS / NOTES
Page 7
- Second paragraph, new Records Book - The Chairman FFTC
advised that he is awaiting a response from the FFTC before
he is able to finalise the new-style Records Book.

The book is split into two sections - Section A refers to
regulations applying to the Rules; Section B is the Records
list.

Page 8

- First paragraph, Nationals results - The Competition
Secretary advised that subsequent to her request at the last
meeting for the relevant Tech Committees to provide her with
the results for the 2007 Power Nationals, the only response
she received was from Free Flight.
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We are still missing Scale, Helicopter, Aerobatics, IMAC and
Silent Flight results on the website.

The Chairman said he would check out whether he has CHAIRMAN
received some of the results mentioned. It is possible they

were sent whilst he was ill and he then missed forwarding

them to the webmaster.

- Third paragraph, Cottesmore - The Competition Secretary
pointed out that the use of Cottesmore is specifically for
Pylon, Control Line and Aerobatics. She referred to a recent
set of minutes from R/CPTC that stated anybody could use
Cottesmore.

Indoor casually asked whether Cottesmore might have COMP SEC
suitable indoor space available for indoor flying. The
Competition Secretary said she would look into it.

- Third paragraph from the bottom, use of a Shell oil in

relation to producing smoke generation - Peter Halman

(CLTC Rep) advised that he had looked into the health and

safety implications pertaining to the new oil that Shell have

been promoting to Full Size display pilots for smoke PETER HALMAN
generation at displays, as reported at the last meeting. Heis  (CL)

organising a sample to run some tests on it to see how it

works.

The Chairman said he believes we are probably at the stage

where we should be providing some advice for CD's in the CHAIRMAN
Display section of the Members Handbook and he would look

into putting something in the next addendum.

It was reported that steps are being taken to discourage

smoke generation from model exhausts. The Chairman

suggested it might be worthwhile obtaining some feedback

from the FAI on the subject. It might be advantageous if they

could take a lead on it in some way. Control Line said he P HALMAN (CL)
would see if he could get to speak to the relevant person

during his attendance at the forthcoming CIAM Plenary

Meeting.

Page 10

- Second paragraph, Team Selection procedures in Rule

Books - The Chairman said he would cross-check whether CHAIRMAN
the Rule Books contained the relevant information on Team

Selection for the various disciplines.

Page 13

- FAI/CIAM Judges List - Scale advised that John Miller had OFFICE MGR
requested that his name be removed from the CIAM Judges

list.
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A question was asked whether the CIAM Technical
Committee Chairman can choose somebody for his
Technical Committee who has not been put forward by a
NAC. The Competition Secretary said the rule is that you are
not supposed to be on there without NAC approval.

There was some question as to which Full Council meeting

would be the best one to ratify the CIAM Education Sub- CHAIRMAN
committee. The Chairman thought the most appropriate

meeting would be the September Full Council but he would

look into it.

Page 15

- Third paragraph, venue for Silent Flight Nationals -
Silent Flight reported that they have acquired a site for the
Silent Flight Nationals. It is a very good site and is only a
short distance away from Barkston Heath. A group of Free
Flight fliers currently use it as their regular flying site and
Silent Flight are very grateful to them.

- Third paragraph from the bottom, contribution of
registration fee from Silent Flight - The Competition
Secretary advised that at the January Full Council Meeting it
was noted that Silent Flight does not pay registration fees
and have never paid them and that it is not a problem.

It is unclear as to what the registration fee is actually for
however she personally feels it is unfair that everybody else
pays a registration fee except Silent Flight.

Silent Flight said he would raise the issue at the next Silent SILENT FLIGHT
Flight meeting.

Page 16

- Fourth paragraph, IMAC presentation at the 2007
Power Nationals - The Chairman advised that he had looked
into the matter and that what occurred was that the decision
to relocate to the hangar for the presentation of the diplomas
was taken by IMAC. They had some competitors who had to
leave early and they felt that they could save some time by
re-locating.

It was nothing to do with clearing the airfield as reported at
the last meeting and nobody told IMAC to do it. The Records
Officer apologised for reporting this misinformation.

- Third paragraph from the bottom, GTBA/JMA Joint
Code of Practice - The Chairman advised that due to recent
information coming to light, the ratification of this document
has had to be postponed.

The general consensus was that the relevant parties should

be given a deadline to provide a final document for ratification
at the May Full Council meeting.
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R/C Power said that it is imperative that representatives from
both parties attend the R/CPTC meeting on 6™ April to
discuss it so that they can meet the May Full Council Agenda
deadline of 14™ April to put a proposal forward for ratification
of the document.

The R/CPTC Chairman said he would contact both groups to
inform them that they must attend the April RICPTC meeting.

R/C Power advised that as reported at the January Full

Council meeting there is a re-drafted document which he

thought had subsequently been sent to the Technical

Secretary and Honorary Secretary, but it appears it has not R/ICPTC
been done. He would make sure they get a copy.

Page 17

- Helicopter 'B' Certificate manoeuvre — R/C Power
expressed dismay that issues were raised again at the
February Areas Council meeting regarding the Helicopter ‘B’
manoeuvres recently put in place by the ASRC as a result of
discussions at both Areas Council and Technical Council in
October 2007 and a specially convened meeting with the
ASRC and himself. He thought that was the end of the
matter.

However, a motion put forward at February Areas Council
meeting which would have put us back to square one, was
defeated. Areas Council will be reviewing the situation in a
year’s time and charged ASRC in the interim to consult with
the Examiners to get feedback on how the manoeuvre is
working.

Concerns were raised that if further changes are made to
these manoeuvres in the future there is a danger that people
would lose faith in the Helicopter ‘B’ certificate.

A matter was also raised that it might put into question the
suitability of the Helicopter ‘B’ certificate as an entry level for
the Power Nationals or other public displays.

The Chairman advised that none of this is a matter for this
Council or ASRC. The requirement for the 'B' Certificate for
the Nationals is a Full Council decision and rests with them.

It was pointed out that in all competitions the onus is on the
Flight-line CD to decide if someone is safe to fly or not,
regardless whether that person holds a ‘B’ certificate or not.
The ‘B’ certificate is only a guide to the CD’s.

The Chairman suggested R/C Power should raise their
concerns with Full Council in the appropriate manner.

This concluded matters arising.
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TC571/03/08 (6) To review the set agenda for the first meeting of a
Technical Committee each year.

Information on the Set Agenda is all ok.

However, the paragraph "Entry fees may carry a supplement
to cover site fees. If they do so then this should be noted, in
brackets after the entry fee, in the information that is sent to
the office for inclusion in the January Agenda" was not in the
correct place.

Insert the above after 11(d), before second helpful hint

"Detail Seniors......... .

A point was raised whether the Junior Diplomas were yet
available following an action placed on Tom Jones North
East Area at the January Full Council meeting, to produce a
diploma to be awarded to Juniors participating in
competitions. The Office Manager would contact Tom Jones
to ascertain what the position was.

TC572/03/08 (7) To appoint the current year representative to the
Awards Committee.

The Technical Secretary was nominated to fill this
position.

Proposed by Scale TC

Seconded by R/ICPTC

Carried unanimously.

TC573/03/08 (8) To discuss the CIAM Agenda.

The FAI Delegate expressed his gratitude to the Tech
Committees for their response to his letter asking for their
input where required, pertaining to the CIAM Agenda. This is

the first year it has not been necessary for him to chase them

for the information.

He also advised that Nick Neve FSMAE the FAI Delegate
Alternate, would be attending the CIAM Plenary Meeting in
his stead.

The FAI Delegate Alternate proceeded to guide the meeting

through the CIAM Agenda, extrapolating relevant advice from

the members on the course of action as guidance for his
attendance at the forthcoming Plenary meeting.

Apart from a general steering on the majority of items in the

ABR Section, the following amendments were suggested for
the Delegate to put to the Plenary Meeting:
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Page 8 sub-section A.4.5 FAI DELEGATE
The Subcommittee Chairman will circulate the Plenary ALTERNATE
Meeting's official agenda to the Subcommittee members

and ask for a vote, this vote to be presented to the

Technical meeting.

Page 7 sub-section 5.2.2.3 Unsporting behaviour FAI DELEGATE
Put forward amendment to change "supporter” to "helper". ALTERNATE

TC574/03/08 (9) Nationals updates from the Power Nationals Co-

ordinator and Technical Committees.

The Nationals Co-ordinator provided copies of Barkston
Heath site maps for 2007 and 2008.

Flightline

- The Nationals Co-ordinator advised that IMAC had asked
for an extra frequency which he has managed to provide with
some juggling around. The 2008 map indicates the frequency
changes.

- Control Line asked if they could have extra spikes and CONTROL LINE
ropes to enable them to tension the nets in the interests of

greater safety. The Power Nationals Co-ordinator agreed that

this was a safety matter and asked them to order what they

need and get them delivered to the office.

They also require more barriers and cones for Team Race.
Control Line explained that they had received a letter
following the 2007 Power Nationals complaining about the
safety aspects around the Team Race circle. Some of the
points were valid and they want to make sure they tighten up
on the way the nets are held to the floor.

Control Line also requested a circle cut for Carrier Deck. The

Nationals Co-ordinator suggested it should be possible but CONTROL LINE
someone would need to be at the site at the same time as

the grass cutter is there and to tell him exactly where they

want it.

Control Line asked if we could provide laminated notices in

the toilets with details of who to contact if problems arise with

the toilet servicing. The Power Nationals Co-ordinator

advised that the main point of contact is main control. They CEO/OFFICE
will hold all the details. CEO/Office to provide laminated

notices accordingly.
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TC575/03/08 (10) To discuss a proposal to Full Council from
Gordon Warburton FSMAE, Council Member -

a) To replace the last paragraph of Rule 2.3.8 in the General
Rule Book with — Protests made to Council after the contest
may only be made directly to the Competition Secretary who
will then convene a ‘Jury’ of three Technical Committee
Chairmen, not including the Chairman of the TC appealed
against. The three Chairmen will examine the reasons for the
TC’s decision. The TC Chairmen should base their findings
on whether the rules in force at the time have been correctly
applied and not base their decision on any precedent that
has not given rise to a rule change.

If the appeal is not upheld then the reasons will be passed on
to the appellant(s) who would still be able to take their appeal
to Council.

Gordon Warburton FSMAE, Scale TC member explained the
background to the above proposal and that he had put it
together very quickly to be able meet the Agenda deadline.

He would have no objection to a change of wording if it was
felt necessary and suggested that it might be worthwhile if
the Technical Secretary and Competition Secretary had a
look at possible wording for the proposal, which would then
be submitted to Full Council for consideration.

The Competition Secretary agreed to have a look at it and
put something together. The Chairman asked Northern Area
to liaise with the Competition Secretary.

b) To receive a proposal from R/C Power Technical - That as a
matter of urgency, the BMFA seek legal advice on the best
way to promulgate the advice concerning Futaba "zero-id"
systems as widely and as quickly as possible.

Fkkkkk APPENDIX A - Peter Halman (CL) read out a statement from
Ripmax regarding the current situation with Futaba 2.4GHz
Aircraft Systems, which is appended to these minutes.

The Chairman reported that the BMFA (CEO, Development
Officer and himself) are keeping a careful watching brief on
this situation. They are happy that Ripmax and Futaba are
taking the situation seriously and certain that a long-term
solution will come forward very shortly.

c) To receive a proposal from R/C Power Technical Committee
- That Futaba 6EX and 7C transmitters, along with TM7
modules are banned from use at BMFA sanctioned events.

The Chairman advised that the only sanctioned event we run

is the Power Nationals. Generally all other events are run by
the Technical Committees.
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The onus would be on the individual Technical Committee to
make a judgement on the relevant event, based on the
information and advice provided. There is nothing that BMFA
can add to what Ripmax are already saying.

Concerns were raised that a number of incidents are still
occurring with these sets and it was questioned whether a
record is being made of these to cross reference with any
evidence of what is going on. The Chairman advised that
incidents should have been reported to the Development
Officer but to date he has received very few.

The advice given was that if there are genuine doubts you
treat the transmitters in question as an individual frequency
just like any other numbered frequency. During competitions
the advice is that only one of these sets at a time is on.

Another option is to obtain a zero coded receiver and check
the transmitters as they are being carried out to the flight line
already switched on. If the zero coded receiver works in any
way at all the transmitter being checked is wrong. If it doesn’t
react then there’s no possibility of the transmitter reverting to
factory default settings as it will not be switched off until the
flight is over and will therefore be immune to interference.

R/C Power accepted that the situation has moved on
considerably since the above proposals were generated and
were happy to withdraw them, with the proviso that until the
long-term solution has been put into place, the advice is that
with the affected sets, only one is out at a time.

R/C Power brought to the attention of the meeting that if you

are using 2.4GHz sets in master slave trainer mode, when PETER CHRISTY
you switch from pilot in command to trainer and back again, (R/ICPOWER)
there is apparently at least a one second delay before it takes

over.

The Chairman asked Peter Christy (R/CP) if he could at a
later date when the other situation has been resolved,
arrange some experiments and let us know the outcome. If it
is proven there is a delay he will need to put a notice in the
BMFA Handbook.

The Chairman advised that an item had been omitted from ALL TECH

the Agenda, which is a request from the Executive to all COMMITTEES
Technical Committees to provide details to the office of their

particular past World and European Champions.

This relates to a proposal that was passed at the January

Council meeting to produce various Honours Boards, one of
which is for past World/European Champions.
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TC 576/03/08 (11) To receive any reports from Technical
Committees.

Control Line - The preparations for the centralised meetings,
the Nationals, the World Championships and the World Cup
are going ahead very well.

The F2B Judging situation is not improving.

This prompted a discussion regarding the standards of UK
judges in general. Peter Christy (R/C Power) advised that
F3C are arranging a judging seminar in the UK and will be
inviting one of the International judges over to participate.

The general consensus was this is something that other
disciplines would benefit from.

Indoor

Everything is running fine at the moment. The final team trials
will be held later this month so they should be able to sort out
a team for 2008.

Silent Flight

The first competition will take place on 6™ April. All the
programmes are set up. There is no European
Championships for F3B. There is a World Championship for
F3J and the team have been selected. The F5B Team will be
selected after the new widgets are working but they have
been assured they are in position. There is no F3F
Championship this year.

The Chairman asked if he could have a copy of the 2008 F3F SILENT FLIGHT
Calendar. Silent Flight said he would email a copy to him.

Free Flight

The Free Flight and Spacemodelling Nationals are
progressing well. The Spacemodelling Team Trials are all set
and practice session dates have been set for this year's
World Championships.

Fkkkok Scale - WRITTEN REPORT (APPENDIX B)

ikl R/C Power - WRITTEN REPORT (APPENDIX C)
The Competition Secretary questioned the make-up of
members of the R/ICPTC. The position was clarified however
she has concerns that the two main posts on the Committee
are held by Specialist Body representatives and that this can
be allowed to happen.

The discussion led to who is eligible to claim expenses to

attend Technical Committee meetings. It was suggested this
is discussed in more detail at a later meeting.
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AGENDA ITEM FOR FUTURE TECHNICAL COUNCIL
MEETING — To discuss eligibility for Tech Committee
members claiming expenses for attending Technical
Committee meetings.

TC577/03/08 (12) To receive a report from the Competition

Secretary to include:

a) Receipt and ratification of any contests for next year's FAI
Calendar.
There were none.

The Competition Secretary advised that organisers of Control
Line events at Old Warden have received notification from
Old Warden that they cannot hold any more Control Line
events there because they say BMFA guidelines are not
being met. It is very alarming and has come out of the blue.
The CEO and Development Officer are looking into it.

Input to the meeting from regular visitors to Old Warden was
that the Control Line flying there took place in a safe area
that was not used by spectators and that they had never
seen any problems. The tech Sec said that he was no t
aware of any BMFA guidelines other than the safety
distances in the rule books and that, from what he had seen
at Old Warden, the site easily met these.

TC578/03/08 (13) To receive any reports from Council, Sub-

committees or Elected Officers.

There were no reports.

TC579/03/08 (14) Any Other Business.

The Chairman asked the meeting to consider which
Committee they believe would best suit SAM35, the newly
adopted Specialist Body. The general consensus was that
Free Flight would be the most suitable Technical Committee
to look after SAM35.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Copies were made available of the reminder letter to Tech
Committees which the Chairman sends out in August. The
Chairman asked Tech Committees to contact him if they had
any queries relating to it so that he has time to make any
changes if required.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
The Competition Secretary recorded her thanks to Red Rose
Soarers for a notice they published listing sponsors of the
2005/2007 F3B Teams, of which BMFA were one of them,
and their kind words to those sponsors. She was very
pleased to receive a copy of the notice from Silent Flight.
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TC580/03/08 (15) Date of next meeting.

The next meeting was confirmed as Saturday 18" October.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 5.03pm.

Linda Harding
Office Manager
13" March 2008

Circulation:

Authorised to attend:

The Chairman of the Meeting - Tech Sec

The Vice Chairman of the Meeting - Comp Sec
FAI Delegate / Records Officer

All Individual members of each Tech Committee
One representative from each Specialist Body

Note - Those having voting rights are the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the meeting, the
FAI Delegate, Records Officer and two members from each of the six Technical Committees.

The voting representatives of the Technical Committees can be any two members of the
Committee; elected, co-opted or Specialist Body representative.

Copies to:

All Council Members BMFA News Editor

All Area Chairmen NW Area Treasurer

All Area Secretaries Geoff Seabrook - SpaceCom

Fellows (Selected) Development Officer / Chief Executive
Club Bulletin Office Manager

RNMAA Chairman Accounts Manager

Roger Bellingham - Flying Site Adviser
R/CP / SF Achievement Scheme Controllers
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